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of government, theocratical, monarchical, or
republican, aristocratic, democratic, or military,
of which her little States did not furnish
examples. As if also the history of Greece had*
been destined to constitute a compendium of all
history,, these various forms of government were
now allowed a gradual development, now
brought into sudden antagonism, and now
suffered to change into each other, or to com-
bine their several elements in the most various
proportions. Not only was Greece providen-
tially built up into a University in which all
nations were to be trained in scientific lore, and
an Academy in which the Arts were to find a
perpetual asylum, but it became also a theatre
in which human society rehearsed all its parts,
and a treasure-house in which History was to
preserve its archives and store its lessons.
To be familiar with the annals of Greece is to
understand the philosophy of history. Compared
with it* the records of most other communities
are but a chronicle of accidents. In it is con-
tained essentially the inner history of each, On